[Consequences of violence--a public health issue. Strong connection between violence/threat and illness in both women and men].
Earlier studies have indicated that patients with chronic pain often have experienced physical abuse, but only a small number of population studies have demonstrated an association between abuse and chronic pain. During 1997 a population study was made in northern Sweden. Close to 15,000 people from 18-85 years of age answered a questionnaire about public health issues, including four questions about physical abuse and threats. In the present study the association between answers to these four questions and the other health questions were analyzed for men and women from 18-44 years. Almost 8% of the women and 10% of the men had been subjected to violence or threats during the past year, with higher figures for younger men and women. A strong association between violence/threats and most of the other health issues was found for both men and women. The association remained after controlling for various socioeconomic variables as well as smoking, although with somewhat lower odds ratios.